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TRANSPORTATION 


NJ Transit hit over 
safety upgrade delay 


Trains could halt if deadline not met; spending, performance also criticized 
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Failure to meet a Dec. 31 deadline to have a federally mandated safety system tested, certified and running could bring NJ Transit com- 
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muter trains to a halt unless the agency opts to keep them running and incur a fine of $27,000 a day. Associated Press file 


Larry Higgs For The Star-Ledger 


A scathing report by the state auditor criticized NJ Tran- 
sit’s rail operations, saying the cost to install a federally 
mandated safety system has ballooned to $500 million, and 
expressed doubts that the agency will meet a federal dead- 
line to have it running by year’s end. 

Failure to meet the Dec. 31 deadline to have positive train 
control tested, certified and running could bring commuter 
trains to a halt, unless NJ Transit decides to keep running 
them and incur fines of $27,000 a day. PTC uses a network of 
computers and other equipment to stop a train if the opera- 
tor disobeys signals or speed limits. 

“NJT is behind schedule on its federally required safety 
system installation of positive train control and it is debat- 
able whether NJT will meet the full implementation sched- 
ule of December 31, 2020,” wrote auditor Stephen Eells, in 
the report released Thursday. 

The report also contends 47 bridges with poor or bad com- 
ponents were left off priority repair lists. On-time perfor- 
mance also was criticized — 18,102 delayed trains between 
2017 and May 2019 were due to circumstances that could 
have been prevented by the agency, the audit found. Staff- 


ing and equipment problems contributed to NJ Transit not 
meeting on-time performance goals, the report said. 

The findings come as Gov. Phil Murphy reiterated during 
this year’s State of the State address his determination to 
fix NJ Transit even if it kills him. Meanwhile Senate Presi- 
dent Steve Sweeney, D-Gloucester, has an ongoing legisla- 
tive investigation into NJ Transit’s problems and solutions. 

“After nearly a decade of mismanagement and neglect, we 
never believed that this transformation would happen over- 
night,” Murphy said in a statement that highlighted hiring 
more front-line employees, ordering new trains and buses 
and budgeting more funds. “We still have a lot more work to 
do, but I’m proud of the swift and meaningful action we’ve 
taken to rebuild NJ Transit from the ground up.” 

“The state auditor’s findings are troubling, but not sur- 
prising, to NJ Transit commuters who continue to expe- 
rience delays, breakdowns and cancellations that are dis- 
ruptive to their lives,” Sweeney said in a statement. “These 
findings are alarming on many fronts, but the fact is, we 
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EDUCATION 


For new Rutgers president, perks are plentiful 


Adam Clark For The Star-Ledger 


Rutgers University’s new president will 
make nearly $1.2 million the next school 
year as part of a compensation package that 
includes a house, a car and other perks that 
come with leading the state university. 

That figure will likely place Jonathan Hol- 
loway among the country’s 20 highest-paid 
public college presidents for the 2020-21 
school year, based on data from previous 
years compiled by the Chronicle of Higher 
Education. 

Departing President Robert Barchi ranked 
30th among public college presidents in 2018 
with $870,644 in total compensation. 

Holloway, set to become Rutgers’ presi- 
dent on July 1, will make $780,000 in base 
salary his first year; two additional pay- 
ments will push his total compensation 
past $1 million, according to a term sheet 


provided to NJ Advance Media. 

On top of Holloway’s base pay, Rutgers 
has guaranteed the maximum 25% bonus — 
equivalent to $195,000 — in his first year. 

After that, bonus payments will be 
awarded based on reaching goals to be set by 
the university’s board of governors. 

Holloway, 52, will also receive a payment 
of $185,000 after 90 days on the job to make 
up for the deferred compensation he lost by 
leaving his provost position at Northwestern 
University, according to the terms approved 
last week by the board of governors. 

Holloway’s salary is comparable to those 
of other large Big Ten Conference university 
presidents. 

In addition to Holloway’s annual salary 
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Jonathan Holloway, who becomes Rutgers 
University’s president on July 1, will make 
more than $1 million in his first year. Patti 
Sapone, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 
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IMPEACHMENT 


Ahead of vote 
on witnesses, 
calls for fair 
trial or end to it 


Lisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker 
and Zeke Miller Associated Press 


Senate jurors peppered President Don- 
ald Trump’s defenders and accusers with 
final questions at his impeachment trial 
Thursday ahead of a crucial vote on calling 
witnesses, the focus shifting from details of 
the charges to whether it was time to sim- 
ply acquit and conclude the trial. 

The vote on witnesses, expected today, 
could lead to an abrupt end of the trial 
with the expected acquittal. Or, less likely, 
it could bring weeks more of argument as 
Democrats press to hear testimony from 
former national security adviser John 
Bolton and others. 

Thursday’s testimony included soar- 
ing pleas to the senators who will decide 
Trump’s fate, to either stop a president who 
Democrats said tried to cheat in the 2016 
election and will again, or to shut down 
impeachment proceedings that Republi- 
cans insisted were never more than a par- 
tisan attack. 

“Let’s give the country atrial they can be 
proud of,” said Rep. Adam Schiff, the lead 
prosecutor for House Democrats. Ameri- 
cans, he said, know what it takes for a fair 
trial and won't stand for anything less. 

Trump attorney Eric Herschmann coun- 
tered that Democrats are prosecuting the 
president only because they can’t beat him 
in the 2020 election. 

“We trust the American people to decide 
who should be our president,” Herschmann 
said. “Enough is enough. Stop all of this.” 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon- 
nell is toiling to keep today’s vote on sched- 
ule even as the trial is unearthing fresh evi- 
dence from Bolton’s new book and raising 
alarms among Democrats and some Repub- 
licans about a Trump attorney’s controver- 
sial defense. 

In a day-after tweet, Trump attorney 
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STATEWIDE 


Nearly 200 lose 
guns under new 
‘red flag’ law 


Joe Atmonavage For The Star-Ledger 


Nearly 200 people in New Jersey have 
had their guns seized under a “red flag” law 
that went effect last year, according to data 
obtained by NJ Advance Media. 

The Extreme Risk Protective Order Act, 
which went into effect Sept. 1, allows a 
law enforcement officer, family or house- 
hold member to submit a petition to state 
Superior Court showing why a judge should 
issue an order to keep guns away from 
someone who potentially poses a danger 
of causing bodily injury to themselves or to 
others. 

If the judge determines there is “good 
cause” to remove the guns, the judge will 
initially issue a temporary extreme risk 
protection order, and a search warrant will 
be executed to recover the guns, ammuni- 
tion and firearms identification card from 
the person. 

As of Jan. 22, 186 temporary extreme risk 
protective orders had been granted, accord- 
ing to the New Jersey Administrative Office 
of the Courts, meaning more than one per- 
son a day has had their guns taken away — 
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